The Dutch Undergrounl-'are.

in this letter I am going to tell you something about the stance
Wmmmw%umnum-u to
mmwm.mm ia £411 lots of books. So I.can desoribe

the Oermans began at once after they had occupied
m.Mnsmm.tormmm% the Germ ans
our omm badly. Therefore many ch people did not
ze the dangsrous ter of the German Covernment and it some-
. times seomed as if war had coased and there were only some foreign 801=
diers wandering about in our couniry, but not doing much har me
The Oermens tried Lo win owr people‘'s heart by being kind and bebav ing
decently. They sent our prisoners of war and the first o ech of
Seyss Inquart, the Germen governor for the oceuplied Dutch districts,
was fiattering and fall of honey. '@ even promiced that political acti-
vitios would be allowed a: bofore and that nothing would be changed in
the laus and governmente On the birthdaye of the Hoyal Family we could
ut out the flags and ¢ounld wear orange cockades.
awxaaaymywwmmawomemmwmﬁuz in the New
Order. Uy all this many peo.le did not see the real cheracter
of Nazieldeologiee Dat father did. He at once caw that the Germans
had come not only to ocoupy our country, but also to disturd everything
and to alter the Christian structure of our society. For him they were
the onemice of Christianity and the incernation of the Anti-Christ and
he was right. 5o from the beginning Le spoke to ootlo wvho had the same
ldeas and purpose. They medo thelr seheme:s for the ime when the Germans
would diseppear and tried to wrong him during hic @ in the Netherland .
Gradually the showed his ecloven Toot. The Christian Secial Organi-
mig? had to be uﬂwlhtio?wmlails;l égﬂnam{h:ut r:fn:;:
sappearad. The pelitical parties werc for eny, 80 t only
National-ocialist Leoague remaindd, but this party had v fou members
and hardly any influence. Food was more and more restric and our
ctores of corn transpor tc Germany, our shope robbed, our butter,
choece and frult sent to Germeny. Ve had to give uwp all our «_prr. bra:
tin end leaden articles, such as kottles, birds'cages, sets of eat! ings,
etc.They wanted thom to make guns and other war -materiales, but the
harvest wec very small. Ve hid them inm secrot plages, unde: the floor,
b\:ﬂ:g.mmmemnmwmgimmuumxpmewm
win wake .
Then came the measures egainst the Jows. At first they were ¢ lled
to woar @ David star, were forbidden to enter cafés, hotels, lic
_mmmm.mymmmnmoaum.ma to g ilve up
eir business, their money and at lact all of them were kept prisoner,
sent to cm‘ntme. at first in the Netherlands, later on in
Germany , where they suffered much, were tortured, mothers separated fr om
their children, wivec separated from thelr husbands, finall nu-vm
death, shot, hanged, drommed, burnt or buried alive. About « 000
Jews dled in this waye. y ;
When tho Jows were taken pri in Ame where most of them lived,
the whole toun struck to their sympa with the vietims and
their indignation about these cruel deedass but 1t was no use. Only some
of them could be rescusd by the ilisgel organicetions, hidden in a cecret
room, on & loft, even under the roof of a church. Bat most Jeows were
cowards and could not be trusted = it was a Jewess who betrayed father.
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Hattore grow worde and worse. In the month of Eay 1943 the Germans
took severe measures %o break our'sm people's strength. In the first
lace thoy ordered that everybody who had been in the army umfer forty
tec be reglatered. m:glxurpom wac obvious. 'hen they knew their
names and ddresses they take them prisoner al any moment when they
liked. Ve had but one ancwer and one means to answer: strike. And we :
struck worke. Cspecially in the coun everybody refused to work any
longer.The farmers refused to g ive thelir milk to the milk-factory,
becanse the butter and cheese made from it were sent to Germeny and ou r
rations were very small. The roads were broken up to prevent the motor-
cars from taking milk to the factorieses On the other side of the river
Norvede a house of a national-cocialist wac cet fire to and chauffeurs
who tried to transport milk to the faotories, were attacked and their
milk fonrod out on the road. People from the towns could freely fetch
milk in the villages as much &s iiked. The shipbuilding-yards and
etoclworks lay down work. At Oori the staff of the Post-and Tele-
phono=office struck work, so that for a whole dey the telephone-communi-
cation with the other districts was interrupted.
The Germans were furious and gppresced this strike with a strong hamd.
‘m.g chot the strikers without me end all over the country one could
r placardewith a list of heroes t had been killed. After so me
days 5@1@ sel to work againe The reocult of this strike was that only
the profossional officors were kept prisoner and sent to a concen-
trationcamp in Poland.
But thiec was not all the Germanc intended. A now attack came ve s0che
They wanted workmen for their factories to produce guns and all that is
necessary to wage a modern war. Their own sone served as soldiers in
their armies and died the plaing of Russia. That's the boy s fr om
the occupied countriecs to work in thelr factories. At first they
tried to "comb out" the inesses, but that was notsufficient. They
vanted mon on a lary e A now law was made that every boy from
oighteen to twenty-five to bo reglstered at the employment-bureau.
Severe shment would vhen they did not do that. They had to
take with them their distribution-cards, which W& s ede In the
fuature wore orderod give tickets to persons of thic age who had
no markz on their cardse Thus they tried to starve the youth of Holland
out.The Gormans promised that there was a great chance to receive an
“Aunsweis” and it would be poassible to remain in Holland, but this was a
trap. Yhon the registration was complete they announced that the boys
born in *24 and °*23 without any tion and those born in '24 with the
exeeption of agriculture and hortigulture had to work in Ge o Hany
boys had precented themoelves at the emp.oyment-burcau and now :
remained one cholco: elther going to Germany or "diving under water'-
a special tern for our wet country,i.c.going to another village, where
nobody knew theom to work on a farm or something like that.
0{ ograt. in thies stade, there came lots of work for the illogal orga-
nlsationse
in the first ke placo they had to help the persons who had not gone to
the labour bureau and now could not get tickets in a legal e It was
easy, when the whole astaff of the distribution-office was "safe"-gould
be trusted: the tickets were aftor closing-hour. Put i: was
hed_gone w"‘ S Gane Sask G5 furseumy bk Siened 0 GG 1A
gone to came back on w n
refus :

longer
no rati at all, because the labour- had ¢t them.
Therefore illegal organisations arranged attacks on distribution-
officese This wac the work of the K.P.'s-Enokploegen=Battle-teams.
a in front of the office, armed _
men Jumyod out of the ecar:“Hands up”, the clerks could and would n Ot cso?
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métupaaamm-mnl the distributi ers were robbed and
aftorvards divided among the pereons who wanted them. Sometimes- the attack
falledand death avaited the heroes. 1t became very dang erousy whem the
Germans ordered that in office an armed policoman must be on guard,
but 1% often happendd that 3 gllm also pnnaeig.m in the plot .
Thatthwboysngommmago Cermany wanted a hiding -place and a
very intricale organisation all over the couniry wac negessar y to help
every onge. Thic organi sation was galled the L.O.
In all this work father took a W active parte He hid Jewe, provided
tickeots for hi den persons and fugitives,olo.
Falher wac a postman and in this esslon he could be very useful for
the Datgh underground. Oorinchem io a centre for the wholo distriets There
are schools, shopi official bulldings, barracks for soldiers and so
duri war there were nm soldiers and at Gorinchem lived
the "Ortokommandant”, a high offiger who govern:d the whole region.
it stands to reacon that the letters for the °Ortskommandant® passed the
posi~office whore father worked. It sometimes occurred that Duteh tralters
PUTess sho Dat 6 Do \aken priocadrs While 1ney PONesss & TeSiecEst'
=ons on soner, 8 e o=-setl or
p:rm for the undergrowxie gon father saw ﬂ sucpoet letters, he ¢ ook
itlaashono, openéd thom and warned the detrayod.In thic way he saved many
ves.
And then there was the work of the underground press. The official press
was poiconud under W‘I influenceand in wo&p&:ﬂnﬂt semente
appeared which i the Dutehto enlist in : in BRassia. -
A o liolland needed a press that gould be trusted and told truth about
the were. Secrot lets ‘zxoared with poems and announcements. Secrot
papers vere printed, at f m.-m.tu_nmhmanlymomt
or once a fortnight, but this very rapidly and in the last sted-
ummnuﬁm eared daily and Loyalty" had an
impression of 100 gopiese papers were “The Froe
?rat;hur df t ila'tt.:dh mt mf &ha."pmn.“. Thi st important part
otr! o se & Was a ms :
etmtuoglmw learnt the truth ebout the war, was
thtwnr them and knew t after all the Gor mans were n ot ¢ o win
L ]
liorecver father ool .octed arms of every kind to arm a g roup of partisans.
They made g er and osives whigh were gent to Amsterdam where the
mﬁ.s. uszed them to blow up buildings and to kill dangerous sonse
itore, however, did not slecps The 4llegal group in Amsterdam oam:
into contactl with a Joweese. They trusted her and in the beginning they
did good work, but soon che was taken prioconer, becaus: che was a Jeweas.
A Germen officer fell in love with her and sed %o free her, when she
wented to work for him. % she did end che the whole gr Ceeb
w Germene. The consequencd ihat they also found the track to Gorine
On September 210 1943 a German motor-car with S.S.mem appeared before our
houzee Mathor had smolt a rat and hed fled to my ther-in-law's.
It was no use, for thoy out and the same day father was taken prisensr
brother-in-law %00, only because he had hidden his father-in-lawe .
o quful day & Wma plot were taken prisoner.They
were taken to Rot tors must heve boonm at work, for the same
day the Cermans came to ourhouse once moie with father and they at onge
mt tael:g:tul-lm-;.mz;:nlboummuem&gr?a-&bmns
nd exp ves. They found without ack!ng anyth « Lator on they
found a gun, hiddeon under the coals in the celler of the tgos;t.-ol'f‘l» and
the letters, written to the “Ortskommendant®, hidden in the chimney of a

work Father hod precerved theom to serve as a proof ageainst the traitors
m_ e Wals
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One of the men impriconed had a key in his pocket of a store-housa, where
guns, machine-guns, revolvers andfurni ture of hidden Jews lay piled up.

It could be expected that the Germans would ask for the purpose-of t.hfa
key. Therefore themen of the Gorinchem group who were still at largs _
resolved to t.rnnnt:rt.t.huu goods to a eafer place. That was a Ve aifrfh-
cult worke To do this mm in broed daylight vwas impossible. At night it
was very dangerous, for in those days we were not allowed to walk in the
streets at nighte. Fortunately one of the group was a Gorinchem poligeman
and with his aid the work begene A blacksmith helped to break open the
door. in the meanwhile tho rumour spread that the Germans had come back
and wore crossing the towne They hurried on. On their laczt journey they
met a couple of soldiers, but rortmtelg.thoy did not notice them in

the dark. "hen early in the merning the Germans came they found the store

y empt
In Retterdam the prisoners remained six weeks. Several times the Germans
interrogated fatherg end the ethers and it appeared that they Inew
everything about father's activities. There was no help denyin g
after much suffering father confessed. TheGermans had evident. proofs for
his guiltineas. . :
Af ter six weeks fatherg and the athers, 23 together, Were transported from
Rotterdam to the concentralloncamp at Vught, near ‘s-Hertogenbosch, in
the llorth of Brabante One of thom was sentenced to death and shot in the
month of November 1943, but the rest remained in the camp for several

months without ing happeni X
The prisoners m -'-'-fuag sho':"g.ht.tmr every fortnight end we in our
turn could answer this letter. Father worked in a factory in the camp,
erected by ’hili s, where radio-sets and electiric lamps were [;rodn ced.
prother~inelaw had to work on an aireficld end had to repailr it,
whenever the Allied bombers had dectroyed 1te -
The food was bad in the camp, Some soup and & few slices of bread and !
butters but fortunately we could send a parcel with victuals and every- !
::{-nud- once a weeke 1t was mma very difficult to collect food,
we alvays managed to fill a tutter, sugar, cheese,fish, meat,
two loaves, tobacco, razor-blades,elcs
: the prisoners soculd g io
representing the victories of man J
<] preferred to hold a meeting in the open air in a lonely part
the camp and then a minister came, a fellow-prisoner, to hold a sh ort
germon and to pray with them. Of course, they had to be very careful, for
they would be 8¢ y punished; when it was discovered. Ivery relig lous
-a{ans was strietly forbidden. Father had taken a Vew~-Testament with him,
but t.haguarﬁsrom:tanahehadtegiu it upe He was very sorry for
that, for he often read in his Bib le and 1t comforted him much. He knew
:2:: ll:; was sefe in the hands of God the Almighty and that nothing could
e
sometimes there was a football-mateh in the cam p on Sunday Holland-
Bolgium, for there were also felglan prisonerss
Every day the names of the prisoners were called over and whersn there
was some one missing they had to stand in rain and cold for hours, till
the fugitive had been founde Thers was a hospital in the camp, but only
those who were seriously 11l could be nursed there, when they had a fever
of at least 39 degraes Ce.
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A terridble accident happened in the women's camp, for women and Den wore
sopapatode In thi: camp ac a wonan that wae lovedby the commander
of the camp. To please ;“ohe had heard the other women sgy about
him and then tho women were punished,and though the women told her not to
do 00, che would not listen. They soaked her bed with water and at last they
eut her hea! bald. “he was s0 that she fled out of the camp, but
the guards saw her and killed her. In revenge the commander of tho
shut up forty women in a narrow cell, whore they stood bodies agalnst ies
and could hardly breathe, for there was not ventilation. They remained
there for twenty-four hours and whon at last they were relieved, il appeared
thatl fourteen them had died end several gone mad.0ne of the victime was
a woran of the Gorinchem group.
in the month of June 1944 we were informedthat soon the uncertainty would
end and that the affsir would be treated by the German Upper-Cpurt (das
Deutache Obergericht). The first cession took place on June 21%R 1944 in
a Roman=Catholic boamii ool for girls at te Mother, one of father's
brotiers, my sister and I assisted this cession. It was a torture. After
nine monihs we saw father back surrounded Ly Germen soldiers.
he Germen Judges interrogated father and oross-yuestioned him for more than
an hour. Thers was an interpreter, a devilish girl, between the judges and
the accused. The session was interrapled by en alre-atiack. The matier was very
compliocated, for twenly-tihree persons had participated in the plot. It
appeared that these Jjudges did not oven kmow thelir own laws. They thought
t a boy with & stamp on his ration-gard need not go to Germany and it wacs
Just the opposite. : it
In the aftornoon the public prosecutor claimed fathe:?s death. He accused him
» founding an Anti-Cermen organisation, posseesing arms and mp.!:.r
p@LCe
or

sabotage
stealing the letters to the "Urt a "y distributing illegal
The indiet implied oight points.As for the others, the p rosed
asked im risonment or pervitude, varying from eight"td fifteen years. 5
How silent father had If the CGermens had known everything of the others!
At last the session was edjourned %11l July 11th, |
;’m:hm understand how sod we were and how fervously we prayedGed to rescue
a
In the morning of July 11%B the lawyere pleaded. A Gorinchem lawyer defended
father mag ni mzynrﬂwhopomivg- - _
The Jjudges deliberated long and after an hour's unbearable waiting they
nﬁpoauﬂ ard announced that father was sentenced to death. Then we could |
talk with him for a quarter of en hour and take leave of him for ever. At last
we saw him disappear in a carand he was taken back to the oHere he was '
imprisoned in & cell with two communlsts. I} was - di t for fat her
to puss hist last days with men who did not believe in God endeoternitye.
At of terrible waiting for us begam and every day we expected the horrible

news in the that the death-warrant had been o . Vo hod acksd for
on and still and otill hoped, but on August lo™® the rs told
hat fabher was deadle The next Sunday in church we sang Psalm 68: 10 : Praice

unte God with deep respect. It was father's wish. Hany sons came o
condole with us on our loss and to comfort us, but mamstSOalotur
arrived 'ﬁttﬂa father some hours bLefore his execution and dated ,» » «
Auguet 25", a tor commenecing: “hen receive this letter I 1 be
-:‘th our Lond Jesus Christ in Heaven and all your efforts will have been in
vaine

“hat an awful idea it was that we had believed father to be dead, while he A
otill alive and that we had st?pod to pray for him, whkile he needed it.
Some tims after we got an officlal statement that father had died at Utrecht
in the moyning of August 25%R , « In September the Allied troops grossed
our frontior and freecd the southem and sastern of our country =.

In the month of Ogtober we got back fath-r's clothes, except a new sull he
had worn, his wedding-ring, chooes,otc.

L]
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After the liberation we made investigations to know more about Father's
death and his last days and where his body had been buried.

At firet we only learnt that on August the Ge had taken father

from Vught to Utrecht and executed him on August 2683, but that was all.
Later on the Government's Service for Tracing and Identification of war-
victims discoverdd three urns at Nijmegen. From the papers it appeared

that they contained the material rests of father sf of the two communists.

M‘ vas m ‘m .-6':1' o d e lro' f'osroo'f - . .ifo'
abeut that.They had been shot exactly at the same minute and their

letters of farewell had beeh torn from the same note-book. But we did not
Inow which of the two urns contained father®s ashes end which those of the

two communists. So it was resolved that all three would be buried inthe

same coffin on the Fonour-Cemetary "Rusthof"” at Amersfoort among their

comrades and American and Eng;lish pllots and Russian prisoners of ware

In the month of July 1946 a solemn funsral-service took place at Amersfourt
nd father was buried in peaceful surroundingse A simple vhite cross stands

va his vebearing his name an d dates of birth and deathand the inseription:

Psalm 68: 10 (Maymed)e.




